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he Africa Arbitra�on Academy is an ini�a�ve of the foremost young arbitra�on Tprac��oners' group in Africa – the Associa�on of Young Arbitrators (AYA). The 
Academy was established due to the rising demand for improved exper�se and 

training of arbitra�on prac��oners in Africa, and to expose the young prac��oners to 
the current trends and developments in interna�onal commercial and investment 
arbitra�on. The inaugural Academy program holds in London (June 2019) and taught by 
interna�onal arbitra�on experts (academics and prac��oners), heads of arbitra�on 
ins�tu�ons, in-house counsel, and judges. The overall objec�ve of the Academy is to 
provide the much-needed specialized training to young arbitra�on prac��oners from 
Africa and to equip them with the right set of skills to succeed within the interna�onal 
arbitra�on community.

The three-week advanced courses are offered in different formats including lectures, 
workshops and seminars. There will also be mentoring sessions where renowned 
arbitra�on experts take �me to share career �ps and life experiences with par�cipants. 
Par�cipants are involved in team building exercises, networking events in law firms, and 
mock arbitra�on compe��on. Through the lectures, networking recep�ons, and 
workshops, par�cipants expand their perspec�ves on interna�onal arbitra�on and are 
enriched with be�er professional skills and knowledge.

The 2019 Academy programme is sponsored by 13 city law firms including WilmerHale, 
White & Case, Clifford Chance, Linklaters, Stephenson Harwood, Allen & Overy, Baker & 
Mckenzie, Herbert Smith Freehills, Hogan Lovells, Freshfields, Pinsent Masons, LMS 
Legal, and CMS Cameron. It has also received collabora�on with ICSID (World Bank), 
Interna�onal Bar Associa�on, Hong Kong Interna�onal Arbitra�on Centre, Cairo Centre 
for Interna�onal Commercial Arbitra�on, Lagos Chamber of Commerce Interna�onal 
Arbitra�on Centre, Mauri�us Interna�onal Arbitra�on Centre, Lagos Court of 
Arbitra�on, Asian Interna�onal Arbitra�on Centre, Africa Arbitra�on, AfricArb and 
SOAS London.

Par�cipants who successfully complete the three-week program move into the alumni 
of the Academy, and it is hoped that through the alumni, a new genera�on of arbitra�on 
prac��oners with the requisite exper�se to succeed in interna�onal arbitra�on, will 
emerge. The Academy will also in coming years help Africans who are desirous of 
pursuing graduate or post graduate degree programmes in interna�onal arbitra�on to 
review their applica�on materials and guide them through the process.

ABOUT THE ACADEMY



Founding Partner & Head of
Interna�onal Arbitra�on, 
Zulficar & Partners, Cairo
Chair, Private Interna�onal Law
and Professor of Dispute 
Resolu�on, Cairo University.
Egypt

Prof. Mohammed Abdel Wahab 

DEAN



Abayomi Okubote, 
MCIArb, Senior Associate & Team Lead,
Olaniwun Ajayi LP 

ORGANIZERS

bayomi is a Senior Associate and Team Leader in the AArbitra�on Prac�ce at Olaniwun Ajayi LP, Nigeria. Beyond 
leading big-�cket arbitra�on mandates, the Queen's 

University PhD Candidate is the prime mover behind several 
important arbitra�on ini�a�ves and was recently appointed by 
the Nigerian Court to chair an arbitral tribunal over a ₦1.3 Billion 
construc�on dispute with a ₦10 Billion underlying asset.

Anita Omonuwa Ogbalu, MCIArb
Associate, Templars

nita Omonuwa is a triple First class holder from the AUniversity of Reading, UK (LLB), University of Birmingham, 
UK (LLM) and the Nigerian Law School (BL). She is a key 

associate at Templars where she advises in the areas of private 
equity, investments, capital markets, mergers and acquisi�on and 
commercial arbitra�on.

r. Bamgbose is an interna�onal arbitra�on lawyer at Hogan DLovells. He is admi�ed to prac�ce in Nigeria, England and 
Wales, and represents clients in high-value arbitra�ons, 

spanning mul�ple sectors and jurisdic�ons, including Africa. He is a 
visi�ng lecturer at a leading African university, and regularly 
contributes to ongoing discourse on the arbitra�on prac�ce in 
Africa.

Dr Ademola J. Bamgbose
Associate, Hogan Lovells, London



go-Mar�ns, a Senior Associate, is an expert in both Narbitra�on and construc�on law built at Aluko & 
Oyebode, Nigeria's foremost law firm. He has 

represented several mul�na�onal and local companies 
(including contractors and project owners) in complex, high 
value arbitra�on and li�ga�on proceedings in several sectors 
including the process industries.

ORGANIZERS

Ngo-Martins Okonmah MCI.Arb, MSC

(Candidate), King’s College London

Femi Gbede
Schwartz LLC, New York

emi cut his legal teeth at Olaniwun Ajayi LP in Lagos, FNigeria, where he garnered significant experience on 
corporate/ transac�onal law prac�ce and dispute 

resolu�on. Now of Schwartz LLC in New York, he is qualified to 
prac�ce law both in Nigeria and New York. Femi is also an 
execu�ve member of the Nigerian Lawyers Associa�on in the 
United States.

Kate Okoh Kpina 
Advisor, Rule of Law, GIZ

Police Programme Africa, Nigeria 

ate Okoh Kpina holds an LL. B, BL and LL.M. She has Ktraining cer�ficates in arbitra�on and nego�a�on from 
ICC, Paris and the Harvard Nego�a�ng Ins�tute, Boston.

Kate is presently the Advisor, Rule of Law to the GIZ Police 
Programme Africa, Nigeria, where she supports the Nigerian 
criminal jus�ce system.



olomon Ebere is a Senior Associate at Omnia Strategy, Sthe law firm founded by Cherie Blair CBE, QC. Solomon is 
a New York a�orney and French avocat whose prac�ce 

encompasses advising sovereign States, mul�na�onal 
corpora�ons and private clients on interna�onal dispute 
resolu�on and general commercial ma�ers. Solomon is 
French, Nigerian and American.

Solomon Ebere
Senior Associate, Omnia Strategy, London
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Somda Faasseome Maxime is  a doctoral researcher in
 interna�onal law at Grenoble Alpes University (France).
 His research focuses on the protec�on of social rights 

in interna�onal investment law. He is a na�onal
 of Burkina Faso.

Somda Faasseome Maxime
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PARTICIPANTS

Wilfred Mutubwa

Partner, Lubulellah & Associates, Kenya 

Lecturer, Riara University School of Law

Noreen Kidunduhu, MCIArb

Associate, TripleOKlaw LLP, 

Kenya.

Inyene Robert 

Associate, Aluko & Oyebode

Nigeria

Tope Tokan-Lawal

Associate, Aelex 

Nigeria.

Solange -Gerda Ammah 
Associate, 
Sam Okudzeto and Associates.Ghana

Amanda Olao 

LLM Candidate, Queen Mary 

University of London Kenya 

Temilorun Adenipekun

Associate, Afe Babalola & Co

Nigeria

Itweva Nogueira 
Founding Partner, 
LAW FIRM/SOCIEDADE DE ADVOGADOS R. L
Angola. 

Adekunbi Ogunde 

Senior Associate,

Wemimo Ogunde and Co. Nigeria

Ronald Mutasa 
Senior Associate, Manokore Attorneys
Zimbabwe. 

Orji Uka

LLM Candidate, Kings College London

Nigeria

 

Eric Frank Ringo

Partner, FIN & LAW 

Tanzania. 



PARTICIPANTS

Nada Morsy Elzahar
Counselor, Egyptian State Lawsuits 
Authority. Egypt. 

Mohamed H. Negm 
State Counsel, Egypian State Lawsuits
 Authority. Egypt.

Olabisi S Makanjuola 
Senior Associate, Olaniwun Ajayi LP.
Nigeria. 

Folake Sadiq MCIArb 
Head Legal & Company Secretary, 
Lagos Bus Services Limited, Nigeria.

Ibrahim Shehata 
Senior Associate, Sharkawy & Sarhan
 Law Firm. Egypt. 

Charlotte Nyangeri
LLM Candidate, Stockholm University
Kenya 

Nemlin H. Arnaud OULEPO
Coordinator, Casablanca International 
Mediation and Arbitration Centre.Cote-d'Ivoire 

Ola Nagy 
Associate in the Dispute Resolution 
Practice of Zulficar & Partners Law Firm in Egypt.

Kenneth Ohene-Manu
Legal Counsel, Ghana Investment 
Promotion Centre. Ghana.  

Sulaiman Kabba Koroma 
Chairman, National Commission for
 Privatization. Sierra Leone. 

Francoise INGABIRE 
Case Manager and Capacity Building
Specialist, Kigali International 
Arbitration Centre. Rwanda. 

Omonigho Oyoma Brown
Regional Contract Manager, Julius 
Berger Nigeria Plc. Nigeria 
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